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Legislative Authority 

 
Key to text:  Black text is standard text that should be followed. Red identifies text that is unique, 
for example IC name, expertise, or costs for this individual committee.  Blue provides some 
explanations and reasons why certain paragraphs contains specific information. 

 
The Committee Management Secretariat, GSA, requires that the charter package include the current 
statutory authority used to establish a committee.  The authority may be specific to a committee (e.g. 
section 404E(d) of the PHS Act establishing the Muscular Dystrophy Coordinating Committee) or a 
general authority applicable to many committees (e.g. section 406 of the PHS Act establishing most 
Institute advisory councils or section 402(b)(16) of the PHS Act, the underlying authority for  most 
Integrated/Initial Review groups. IC CMOs and OFACP analysts collaborate to provide the correct 
statutory authority, as needed, for each charter package.  The latest version of the Public Health Service 
Act can be found on the govinfo.gov website here. 
 
[Committee Name] 
 
Public Health Service Act  
As Amended Through [Date] 
 
TITLE IV—NATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTES  
PART A—NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH  
 
[Section(s) of the PHS that pertain to the IC and the authority to establish the specific committee 
involved.  For example: 

 
Public Health Service Act  
As Amended Through January 30, 2013  
TITLE IV—NATIONAL RESEARCH INSTITUTES  
PART B—GENERAL PROVISIONS RESPECTING NATIONAL RESEARCH 
INSTITUTES  
ADVISORY COUNCILS  
SEC. 406. [284a] (a)(1) Except as provided in subsection (h),  
the Secretary shall appoint an advisory council for each national  
research institute which (A) shall advise, assist, consult with, and  
make recommendations to the Secretary and the Director of such  
institute on matters related to the activities carried out by and  
through the institute and the policies respecting such activities,  
and (B) shall carry out the special functions prescribed by part C.  
(2) Each advisory council for a national research institute may  
recommend to the Secretary acceptance, in accordance with section  
231, of conditional gifts for study, investigation, or research respecting  
the diseases, disorders, or other aspect of human health  
with respect to which the institute was established, for the acquisition  
of grounds, or for the construction, equipping, or maintenance  
of facilities for the institute.  

https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/p


(3) Each advisory council for a national research institute—  
(A)(i) may on the basis of the materials provided under  
section 492(b)(2) respecting research conducted at the institute,  
make recommendations to the Director of the institute respecting  
such research,  
(ii) may review applications for grants and cooperative  


