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MINORITY CLASSIFICATIONS II 

 
 

OMB Revisions to Directive Number 15 of 1997, Race and Ethnic Standards for Federal Statistics and 
Administrative Reporting, updated the following race and ethnicity definitions to be used in the 2000 
decennial Census.  Classification data was also obtained from this Directive, as well as the 2000 
decennial Census:   

 
 

      American Indian or Alaska Native - a person having origins in any of the original peoples  
      of North and South America (including Central America), and who maintains tribal  
      affiliations or community attachment. (South and Central America were added to this  
      definition.)1  The following groups are included in this category: 

 
$    American Indian (also referred to as Native American) 

     $    Alaska Native1

  
 
 
      Asian - (formerly Asian or Pacific Islander) a person having origins in any of the Far East,  
      Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent. (Cambodia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Thailand, and Vietnam   
      were added to this definition.  Samoa was removed from this definition.)2  The term Asian includes   
      groups from the following backgrounds: 

 
        $ Asian Indian (includes Bengalese, Bharat, Dravidian, East Indian, or Goanese) 
        $ Bangladeshi 
        $ Bhutanese 
        $ Burmese 
        $ Cambodian 

     $ Chinese    
     $ Filipino 
     $ H=Mong 
     $ Indo-Chinese 
     $ Indonesian 
     $ Iwo Jiman 
     $ Japanese 
     $ Korean 
     $ Laotian 
     $ Malaysian 
     $ Maldivian 
     $ Mongolian 
     $ Nepalese 
     $ Okinawan 
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     $ Pakistani 
     $ Sikh 
     $ Sri Lankan 
     $ Thailander (Thai) 
     $ Vietnamese 
     $ Whello 
     $ Yello2

 
 

 
 
      Black or African-American - (formerly Black, not of Hispanic origin) a person having origins  
      in any of the Black racial groups of Africa.3   This definition includes the following groups: 
 

     $ African-American (native-born Black American) 
     $ African 
     $ Bahamian 
     $ Barbadian 
     $ Haitian 
     $ Jamaican 
     $ Nigritian 
     $ Tobagonian (Tobagoan)  
     $ Trinidadian3

          
 

 
 
          
     Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander -  a person having origins in any of the original   
     peoples of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.4  This definition includes the following   
     groups: 

 
     $ Carolinian 
     $ Fijian 
     $ Guamanian (or Chamorro) 
     $ Kirabati 
     $ Kosraean 
     $ Melanesian 
     $ Micronesian 
     $ Native Hawiian *  
     $ New Hebrides 
     $ Northern Mariana Islander 
     $ Palauan 
     $ Papua New Guinean         
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     $ Ponapean (Pohnpeian)     
     $ Polynesian 
     $ Samoan 
     $ Saipanese 
     $ Solomon Islander 
     $ Tahitian 
     $ Tarawa Islander 
     $ Tokelauan      
     $ Tongan 
     $ Trukese (Chuukese) 
     $ Yapese4

   
      (* The term Native Hawaiian does not include individuals who are native to the state of Hawaii by virtue of    
      being born there.4) 
 

          
 

 
 

    
    Hispanic or Latino - a person of Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, South or Central American, or other 
    Spanish culture or origin, regardless of race. (The term ASpanish origin@ can be used in addition to      
    AHispanic or Latino.@)  This category is considered an ethnicity, not a race.5  This definition includes  
     the following groups: 
 

    $ Central American  
    $ Cuban     
    $ Dominican  
    $ Mexican          
    $ Puerto Rican       
    $ South American   
    $ Spaniard5  
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   White - Although not a minority, for comparative purposes, White is defined as a person having          
   origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa.6  This definition   
   includes the following groups: 
 

     $ Afghanistani 
     $ Armenian 
     $ Arab 
     $ Assyrian 
     $ Californio 
     $ Cajun 
     $ Egyptian 
     $ English 
     $ French 
     $ German 
     $ Iranian 
     $ Iraqi 
     $ Irish 
     $ Israeli 
     $ Italian 
     $ Lebanese 
     $ Middle Eastern      
     $ Near Easterner 
     $ Palestinian 
     $ Polish 
     $ Scottish 
     $ Syrian6
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UNDER-REPRESENTED MINORITIES 
 

 
Under-represented minorities are defined as racial and ethnic populations that are under-represented in 
the designated health profession discipline, relative to the number of individuals who are members of 
the population involved.7  This definition includes the following:

 
 

        Blacks (also referred to as African-Americans) 
 
        American Indians (also referred to as Native Americans) or Alaska Natives 
 
        Hispanics or Latinos 
       
        Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders  
 

 
As well as any Asian other than Chinese, Filipino, Japanese, Korean, Asian Indian or Thai. These 
Asians are not under-represented in the health sciences7, the following Asians are under-represented in 
the health sciences: 
  
        $ Bangladeshi 
        $ Bhutanese 
        $ Burmese 
        $ Cambodian 
        $ H=Mong 
        $ Indo-Chinese 
        $ Indonesian 
        $ Iwo Jiman 
        $ Laotian 
        $ Malaysian 
        $ Maldivian 
        $ Mongolian 
        $ Nepalese 
        $ Okinawan     
        $ Pakistani 
        $ Sikh 
        $ Sri Lankan 
        $ Vietnamese 
        $ Whello 
        $ Yello 
        
 
(The above information is accurate as of the date of this writing, and may be subject to change.) 
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